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What Does Sound Look Like?
EPISODE LENGTH: 10:47

SUMMARY: This podcast includes a visit from 
one of our all-time favorite musicians: COLIN 

MELOY OF THE DECEMBERISTS. Using a 
variety of sophisticated sound-making tools 
(a.k.a. instruments) Colin helps us explore the 
question, “What does sound look like?” He plays 
six of his favorite sounds for us, and we use our 
sophisticated mark-making tools (a.k.a. pencils) 
to draw our visual interpretation of the sound, 
and create an abstract musical score. No rules! 
Use different media and marks. Get messy.

 Colin is not only a literal rock star, but he’s 
also a phenomenal writer (hello WILDWOOD 

CHRONICLES made with fave human/illustrator/
kids book author CARSON ELLIS). 

SUPPLIES: paper, pen/pencil, a few different types 
of art-making supplies (crayons, pastels, pencils, 
markers, watercolors, charcoal, or even found 
materials)

OTHER DRAWTOGETHER RESOURCES: Watch 
video Episode 6, “Guitar! (The Practice Show)” for 
more music and sound creativity.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING: focus, paying 
attention, using multiple senses 

CREATIVE SKILLS: gross motor skills; fine motor 
skills; learning about different supplies, formats, 
and media, exploring synesthesia

Guiding Questions: 
• What do you notice about the differences in the way 

you drew sounds? 

• How would you describe these differences based on 
texture, lines, color, how fast or slow you drew, how 
hard or soft you drew (or other characteristics)?

• Do you think you could draw a song this way? What 
would it look like?

• *Bonus: explore sound waves! 

https://colinmeloy.com/
https://colinmeloy.com/
https://bookshop.org/books/wildwood-9780062024701/9780062024701
https://bookshop.org/books/wildwood-9780062024701/9780062024701
https://www.carsonellis.com/
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F9f9d7491-e6e6-4a84-9ca5-1754673289ff_1768x1800.jpeg
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